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News Issue Two – Autumn 2011
Keeping you informed about construction works

Welcome to the second 
edition of our newsletter for 
residents and businesses 
close to the site of the 
Emirates Air Line project.  

In this latest edition we 
update you on:
•	 The progress of the piling 

works to provide the 
foundations for the new 
towers

•	 Forthcoming construction 
of the Emirates Air Line 
towers

•	 Work on the Thames Path
•	 An invitation to find 

out more about the 
construction of the 
Emirates Air Line at an 
Open Day on Saturday 
26th November.

Since our last update, work 
has continued apace on 
this complex project that 
will provide a much needed 
river crossing between the 
Greenwich Peninsula and 
the Royal Victoria Docks, 
reducing travel time to just 
five minutes.
The project remains on 
schedule to complete in 
summer 2012.

Cable car flies high

Sponsor cabin unveiled 
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Emirates Air Line

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, recently announced that global 
airline Emirates will sponsor the London cable car and it will be known 
as the Emirates Air Line. 

The Emirates Air Line will provide a low-emission, quick, direct and fully 
accessible link between north and south London, travelling between 
two new stations set to be named Emirates Greenwich Peninsula and 
Emirates Royal Docks. 

The sponsorship deal secured by the Mayor and TfL will see Emirates 
provide significant private sector investment to this new transport 
scheme totaling £36m.

The Emirates Air Line will be an exciting and innovative mode of 
transport easing travel for thousands and offering spectacular bird’s eye 
vistas of our majestic Thames. 

The Mayor was joined by Tim Clark, President of Emirates Airline, and 
Mike Brown, Managing Director of London Underground and Rail, to 
announce the sponsorship deal, which will see the river crossing feature 
on the iconic Tube map. 
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Construction newsletter

Construction update.... 

South terminal footprint 

North and south terminals: 
Piling work to create the foundations for the new terminals has 
been completed.  For the north terminal, this was carried out from 
a barge moored in the Royal Victoria Dock. We will now start build-
ing the sub-structures to form the shell of the new Emirates Green-
wich Peninsula and Emirates Royal Docks terminals.

South tower: 
All of the piled foundations for the south tower have been in-
stalled. The first was driven down to a depth of 48m and includes 
over 130m3 of concrete to ensure the support of this impressive 
structure. 

North and north intermediate towers: 
The warehouse that was mentioned in our last newsletter has been 
demolished and piling work to create the foundations for the north 
and north intermediate tower have now been completed.  

The Emirates Air Line will be able to carry up to 2,500 people an hour across the 
river in each direction, something that would otherwise take 30 buses an hour to 
achieve. 

It will provide: 
•	 Direct access between Greenwich Peninsula and the Royal Docks in five min-

utes 
•	 Cabins every 30 seconds 
•	 Direct link between the O2 arena and the ExCeL Centre 
•	 An accessible and bike-friendly service 
•	 A new visitor attraction for east London 
•	 A low-emission form of transport 
•	 Another travel option for Oyster cardholders

Emirates Air Line
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Over the coming months you will 
see the two main towers and the 
intermediate tower begin to take 
shape.  We are also building two 
compression towers, each one
adjacent to the two terminals on 
the north and south of the river.

The towers, which have a unique 
‘Helix’ appearance, were designed 
by Buro Happold and Aedas based 
on reference design by Wilkinson 
Eyre Architects  and are being 
constructed by Watson Steel 
based in Bolton. 

Each tower is made up of 
approximately 6,500 pieces of 
steel of varying thicknesses from 
30 – 50mm that are bent and 
shaped then welded together 
before being connected to helix 
tubes that run inside the tower 
and provide stability.

Stability is a core feature for each 
of the towers as one tower alone 
will weigh approximately 568 
tonnes.

With a scheme of this scale 
- the first of its kind in the UK - 
health and safety is paramount 
both during construction and 
operation.  

Each tower has been designed 
to minimise movement by high 
winds and to protect against 
lightning strikes.

Facts and figures
88.1  
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Steel fabrication 

Towering ahead.... 
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Construction newsletter

Thames Path update 

Your Stakeholder Manager is Angela Wong

Call 07900 571 924
e: airline@macegroup.com
For more information please visit tfl.gov.uk/airline

Keeping you 
up-to-date

To provide you with further 
information we’ll be sending 
regular newsletters and letters to 
local residents and businesses. 

If you would prefer to receive 
it electronically,  please send 
Angela Wong your email address  
below to be added to our 
distribution list.

We thank you for your continued patience and understanding of the    
temporary closure of the Thames Path. 

As mentioned in our previous newsletter, to enable the construction of 
the south tower, large pieces of steel must be lifted by a crane located 
along the path.  To ensure the safety of pedestrians and cyclists who use 
this pathway, please continue to use the clearly signed 
alternative route until this period of construction has been completed. 

A construction access bridge has now been installed from the Thames 
Path stretching 60 metres into the river.  This is to support the piling work 
which is already underway to create a platform for the construction of the 
south tower, which is due to be completed by the end of the year.  

The construction of the south tower is an intricate operation that requires 
a crane that can lift vast weights.  The Liebherr LR11350 crane has the 
capacity to lift up to 1,350 tonnes and is therefore ideal for raising each of 
the large steel tower sections over the river and into position. 

Project
 office 

Find out more - Open day
We would like to invite you to come and meet us at the South Site
project Offices on, Saturday 26th November 2011 between 10:00-13:00 
to find out more about the construction works and ask any questions 
you may have about the project.

The Open Day will be held at:
Mace Compound
South Terminal Site
East Park Side – Off Edmund Halley Way
London
SE10 OJF

North Greenwich is the closest tube.

If you would like to attend then please register your interest by email 
at: airline@macegroup.com


